
Topography  Land rises to the north, with land west of Woodhouse Street falling 
towards the Merri Creek valley.   

Subdivision pattern  Site sizes vary between 300 sq.m. or 500 sq.m., and the subdivision 
pattern is east - west grid.  

Landmarks Playground at the corner of Beavers Road and Woodhouse Street, 
Croxton and Baltara Special Schools.  

Street trees Mixture of medium sized street trees.  
Kerbs and channel Kerb and channels are predominantly older concrete. 
Footpaths/nature strips Footpaths are concrete and 1 metre wide, and 1 - 2 metre nature 

strips are present throughout the area.  

Precinct B1 

Victorian, Edwardian and Californian bungalow style dwellings are predominant in the 
streets of this precinct. Many of these buildings have undergone renovation or 
extension, indicating the importance of their contribution to the character of the area. 
Streets in this precinct generally have a ’tight’ scale and inner-city atmosphere 
created by rows of terrace housing or by single dwellings with small setbacks, as well 
as the narrow carriage-ways and on-street parking. There is limited infill 
development throughout, and where present it is generally respectful of the scale, 
form and setbacks of period dwellings.  

Description of Existing Character 

Era/style of development  Victorian, Edwardian and Interwar, particularly Californian 
bungalow, style dwellings are predominant, with some older 
building styles and more recent infill development.  

Materials   Mixed building materials, with some streets of predominantly 
timber construction, and either corrugated iron or tile roofs.  

Position on site Front setbacks frequently vary between 3 & 6 metres and side 
setbacks between 1 & 3 metres.  

Height   Dwellings are usually single storey at the front.  
Building Shape Building form varies with the era of development from single 

fronted gabled end to double fronted Californian bungalow with 
projecting front room and verandah.  

Roof Form Roof form is a mixture of hipped and gable.  
Vehicle access/storage  Side driveways are provided on wider lots.  
Garden Style Front gardens mostly consist of exotic species and are established 

but often sparse. Many terrace homes have small cottage gardens.  
Front boundary Front fences are rarely high, and established gardens are common.  

Key Characteristics 

Other Characteristics 

Community Values 
• Quiet residential area. 
• Trees and parklands which attract 

birdlife.  
• Wide roads and street planting.  
• Bike paths and rear laneways. 

• Heritage buildings. 
• Large blocks and freestanding 

homes. 
• Local facilities such as shops and 

schools. 

This area will retain its character, which is largely derived from the many 
dwellings of the Victorian, Edwardian and Interwar eras and their established 
garden surrounds.  Period dwellings will continue to be retained and enhanced 
through maintenance and sensitive restoration. New dwellings and extensions to 
existing dwellings will acknowledge the form, scale, siting and materials of 
surrounding Victorian, Edwardian or Interwar dwellings, where prevalent. Front 
gardens will be further enhanced through established planting that combines 
with street trees to create leafier streetscapes.  
This will be achieved by: 

• Retaining Victorian, Edwardian and Interwar dwellings where they 
contribute to the valued character of the area.  

• Designing new dwellings that interpret elements of Victorian, Edwardian 
or Interwar eras in a contemporary manner, while respecting existing 
period architecture. 

• Maintaining the predominant single storey scale of building frontages of 
the area.   

• Respecting the predominant front and side setbacks of nearby buildings. 
• Ensuring that front gardens are not dominated by car parking spaces or 

structures. 
• Keeping front fences low and preferably transparent. 
• Encouraging additional planting in all gardens across the precinct.  In 

smaller gardens, selecting species that are appropriate to small planting 
areas. 

Preferred Character Statement 
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