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Appendix A   Small Community Grants August 2024  

A total of 48 applications have been recommended for a small grant   

Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

The Australian Catholic 
University (ACU) and the 
Order of Malta 

The Australian Catholic University (ACU) and the Order of Malta are 
committed to a contribution to 'community development' with and within 
Darebin communities through outreach activities and partnerships 
through the Mobile Community Cafe initiative at the Reservoir 
Neighbourhood House and at the Agg Street public housing estate. 

Australian Greek Ex-
Servicemen Elderly 
Seniors Club of 
Northcote 

This  organisation helps Greek elderly community members connect 
weekly, with over 60 members. It benefits the members by creating 
relationships within the Greek culture and religion. It breaks isolation, 
loneliness and depression and creates a meeting place for them to 
connect and come together in friendship.  

Australian Macedonian  
Disability Pensioners  
Group "VARDAR" Inc  

The group provides social, recreational and educational activities for 
senior members and members with a disability in the Macedonian 
community to meet and be supported. Gatherings promote well-being and 
a sense of belonging to the community and reduces the feeling of 
isolation for members and to maintain strong cultural connections.   

Australian Thornbury 
Pensioners Club  

The Australian Thornbury Pensioners Club was established 18 years ago. 
Members are all over 65 years of age and are of the Greek community of 
Darebin. The group meets weekly to share a meal and participate in 
social activities such as cards board games, dancing, craft, discussions 
and sharing ideas.  

Australian Vietnamese 
Arts and Culture 

The Australian Vietnamese Arts and Culture (AVAC) is an arts and 
community group that aims to bring the community together through 
presenting and sharing the beauty of Vietnamese arts and culture with a 
particular focus on including and benefiting senior community members.  

Bell Primary School Established in 1928, Bell Primary School is a public primary school 
located in Preston and is a community hub for over 440 students and their 
families. It provides a rich, diverse and inclusive culture and has a school 
vision and values statements that were developed after extensive 
consultation with all sections of the school community.  

Centre of Greek Ex-
Servicemen's Elderly 
Citizens Club of Darebin 
Districts Inc 

The organisation was established in 2000 to aid elderly ex-servicemen 
from Greek background to be active and be involved in social activities 
who might otherwise be socially isolated due to language barriers. The 
members get together every week to engage in variety of social activities 
to interact and minimise social isolation.  

Croxton Community 
Garden  

Croxton Community Garden is a volunteer organic community garden 
with 69 members. The group arose from a need and deep desire for a 
community garden in the Croxton area, which would enable the 
community to grow and have access to fresh and local organic fruit, 
vegetables and herbs.  

Cultures together choir for 
Darebin  

The choir is a group of older adults who create choirs and concerts for 
older adults in Darebin and across Victoria. The group rehearses weekly 
and  performs at neighbourhood houses, aged care facilities and for older 
adults in the community and for community celebrations.   

Dadfit  Dadfit supports healthy families and gender equity by encouraging men to 
be the best dads as healthy, connected, hands-on, caring fathers and 
partners. Dads can exercise together (‘Dad Workouts’), talk openly about 
the ups and downs of fatherhood (‘Dad Chats’), and support each other to 
put new ideas into practice (‘Dad Challenges’). 
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Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Damayan Victoria Inc.  The group is mainly senior members with the aim to promote the rich 
Filipino culture through music, arts, interfaith, recreation and education. 
Members can engage in social and recreational activities to improve 
health and well-being and engage in community life, lifelong learning, 
environmental sustainability, acceptance of diversity and human rights 
that will build resilient neighbourhoods.   

Darebin Chess Club Darebin Chess Club is a community organisation whose mission is to 
improve residents' educational outcomes and social development with the 
game of chess. Activities range from teaching and coaching programs; 
chess play both leisurely and competitively for all levels and all age 
groups.  

Darebin Ganesh 
Chaturthi Celebrations 
Inc 

Darebin Ganesh Chaturthi Celebrations established mainly to promote 
Indian cultural, music, drama and Hindu religious traditions and 
celebrations. In particular, the annual Ganesh Chaturthi for diaspora 
residing in City of Darebin and from India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, Fiji, Mauritius, Guyana, New Zealand 
and several other countries.   

Darebin Solo Parents by 
Choice 

Darebin Solo Parents by Choice is a group of women and non-binary 
people who chose to become solo  parents. The group is open to people 
of all genders. It has in-person monthly meetings  for people to meet, 
socialise, discuss and support each other through issues relevant to 
families in Darebin. 

East Preston Islamic 
College 

East Preston Islamic College is a not-for-profit school. It is independent, 
co-educational, Islamic school situated in Preston. Families associated 
with East Preston Islamic College predominantly hail from migrant, 
refugee, and asylum seeker backgrounds, with the majority residing within 
Darebin.98% of students come from language backgrounds other than 
English.  

Footscape Inc. Established in 2009 Footscape is an Australian Podiatry charity that 
assists disadvantaged persons encountering debilitating foot problems. 
Organisation projects include Foot Care Kits: people seeking asylum, 
homeless persons and First Nations persons. Provision of footwear and 
socks to disadvantaged population groups and provision of pro bono 
Podiatry clinical services. 

Friends Of Regent 
Community Garden  

Friends of Regent Community Garden have a space where the local 
community can connect, learn and participate in communal food 
gardening and sharing of fresh produce as well as provide sustainable 
activities including workshops and social events in a safe, inclusive and 
welcoming environment.  

GenU Karingal St 
Laurence 

Gen U’s mission is to empower people to reach their full potential. It 
supports people through disability support, seniors’ services, training and 
employment services for job seekers, students and business partners in 
the community. It also has a range of services for people with disability in 
the Northcote area.  

Greek And Cypriot  
Social/Welfare Centre  

The centre meets on a monthly basis holding a variety of activities for 
members such as guest speakers, luncheons, outings and a welfare 
service.  

High St Bells Choir The High Street Bells Choir welcomes people of all abilities to experience 
the joy of singing and to participate in the wider community through 
performance. Since commencing 13 years ago, the Choir has grown to be 
a unique and significant program where, every week, members, support 
workers and volunteers come together for socialisation and singing.  
 
 
 



Darebin City Council - Community Grants 2024/25  successful applicants       3  
  

Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Hellenic Women's 
Federation Victoria  

The Hellenic Women's Federation of Victoria is a multi-cultural 
organisation centred around supporting the well-being of the Darebin 
community. The group plans events that cater for the diversities of the 
community, inclusive of people with special needs.  

Hellenic Writers  
Association Australia  

The association was started in 1992 for Greek Australian migrants to 
share their experiences in written form (poems, shorts stories, 
commentaries) in their mother tongue (Greek) in order to keep the written 
language and the literary tradition alive. The main activities involve 
teaching how to write literature in the Greek language & the publication of 
the annual literary magazine 'O LOGOS' consisting of original 
contributions from the members.  

Home Away from Home  
Chinese Elders Group  

Home Away from Home Chinese Elders Group  meets at the East 
Reservoir Senior Citizens Centre. The group provides mutual support and 
wellbeing ,access to information of services, programs and activities and 
to learn new skills like cooking ,dancing, playing card, mahjong, Ping -
Pong games etc. 

Keon Park soccer club Keon Park Soccer Club has been based in the City of Darebin for over 40 
years. It has provided the opportunity for all genders to be active and 
involved within a local sports club. It has junior children, young adults, 
adults and over 35s participants. Most players come from Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse backgrounds. 

Macedonian Senior  
Citizen Group- Prespa  
  
  

Prespa are a group for senior members of the Macedonian community in 
Darebin. The group has weekly meetings to socialise, build friendships, 
celebrate language and culture, reduce the feeling of loneliness, isolation 
while improving wellbeing. Activities include card and board games, craft, 
morning tea and a luncheon  once a month.  

Melbourne Harmony 
Rhythm Beijing Opera 
Group Incorporated 

This non-profit organization is aimed at providing local Chinese 
communities with a place to enjoy and participate in traditional Beijing 
Opera. The organization endeavours to promote Beijing Opera to foster 
cultural exchange, diversity, and artistic expression. It also participates in 
annual Chinese opera events in Darebin and across the State of Victoria. 

Melbourne Polytechnic  
Advanced Diploma  
Jewellery and Object  
Design   

The Advanced Diploma of Jewellery and Object Design from the Fairfield 
Campus have annual exhibitions from the 2023 graduating class. This 
supports emerging artists in the community and unites the creative 
community, bringing together local artists, galleries and professionals from 
the industry.   

Multiethnic Senior Citizen 
-Preston  

The group is mixture of elderly people from Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
They meet on a weekly basis at the Preston Library and the aim of this 
group is to help and prevent the isolation and loneliness of elderly 
people. They are involved in regular socialization and networking 
between people who speak the same language, are of same culture and 
have similar lifestyle.   

Ne African Women's and 
Children Support Group  

A community group  promoting African-based intercultural social events 
open to all women. It supports the welfare of African women and children 
based in East Preston/Reservoir, through activities such as Homework 
Club & intercultural women's exercise groups. Activities are based at East 
Preston Community Centre. 

Newlands Primary School Newlands PS is a fast-growing local school in Darebin and is a place that 
greatly values input from and connection to the community. There is a 
high portion of families who come from CALD backgrounds, particularly 
Spanish-speaking, and NPS provides a supportive community away from 
their countries of origin.  
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Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Northern Region Indian 
Seniors Association 
(NRISA) 

This association comprises of seniors from diverse cultures, but mostly 
from a common Indian background. It strives to address the issues of 
loneliness among our members and provides opportunities for 
socialising, share information about Darebin services and Indian cultural 
music, dance,  food and drink. 

Parklands Netball Club Parklands Netball Club is an inclusive club that supports players of all 
abilities to meet their netball goals and aspirations. The club has teams 
representing all age groups within both junior and senior competitions. 
This provides all players with the opportunity to meet their developmental 
needs while maximising their enjoyment from participation in the sport. 

Preston - Reservoir  
Indochinese Elderly  
Refugees Group  

The group supports Indochinese Elderly Refugees on their resettlement 
process, promotes the Vietnamese lifestyle, culture and traditions; 
promotes friendship and mutual support. Among the activities are day 
trips and excursions, walking groups, technology and English classes, 
exercise and fitness programs, health and wellbeing information sessions, 
storytelling projects and cultural celebrations with traditional dance and 
music. 
  

Project Stationery The Project Stationery Pilot initiative was established by concerned 
residents in the City of Darebin in 2023 to address the issue of stationery 
wastage in schools. It is a non-for-profit initiative which seeks to raise 
awareness about the issue, catalyse community action to influence more 
sustainable practices, contribute to a more circular economy, and reduce 
landfill.  

Probus Club of Kingsbury  The group encourages lifestyle, health and wellbeing for semi-
retired/retired members of the community. It provides a variety of activities 
including day trips, theatre outings and Guest Speakers. 

Rainbow Families Picnics A community run group for any families who identify on the LGBTQIA + 
spectrum. Families with bisexual parent/s or carers, gender diverse and 
transgender children, parents or carers, queer sole or single parents are 
all specifically included. The group is informal and responsive to 
participants who are working or studying and school aged children. 

Reach Community 
Church 

Reach engages the community with information of activities/clubs etc in 
their local municipality to support engaging children and families,  
improve mental & physical health and connect with others in the 
community.  

Reservoir Chinese 
Seniors' Group  

All members are Chinese senior citizens aged 60+ from different areas of 
China. The group meets to share  traditional Chinese culture and 
participate in activities such as singing, tai chi, cooking and tours of 
Melbourne.  

Reservoir Cobras Cricket 
Club 

The Club is a local community cricket club with Senior Men, Senior 
Women and Junior teams competing in the local North Metro Cricket 
Association (NMCA). It provides opportunities for local Darebin residents 
to become active and healthy through sport, meet new friends.  

Reservoir Combined 
Probus Club Inc  

The Club provides fun, fellowship and friendship for its Members and 
Guests. Members are aged 55+ in Darebin & surrounding areas. The 
Club meets monthly and  organises informational/fun activities such as 
Guest Speakers, Morning Music, Theatre, Day Trips, monthly lunches to 
support local venues, book club, cards/games group, etc. to promote the 
health and well-being of its members.  
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Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Sicilia Bella Folk Group Sicilia Bella was established in 1984 with the intention to maintain the 
Sicilian and the Italian Culture in the Australian Community. The group 
grew from an original performance that was so popular that it was 
encouraged to keep performing. The group teaches theatre, dances and 
music to the community.  

St John Ambulance 
Australia (Darebin 
Division) 

St John is a charity that supports Victorians through emergencies, 
disasters, and sickness. It provides First Aid and First Aid training that 
saves lives and acts as first responders at sporting, community, & 
entertainment events & transports vulnerable members of the community. 

St Joseph the Worker 
Primary School 

Established in Reservoir in 1978, it currently has 239 students enrolled. 
Every year the school connects to the land on which the school was built 
with a smoking ceremony to start the school year. The school has  
planted an indigenous corridor of native plants and supported the return 
of some native ducks and birds. 

Sylvester Hive  Sylvester Hive is a joint collaboration between City of Darebin Council, 
the Pavilion School and Darebin residents supporting urban permaculture 
and public open space. It brings community members together to 
experience gardening, share food, harvesting of vegetables & fruit and 
food preparation techniques. 

University of the Third 
Age Darebin (U3A 
Darebin Inc) 

U3A Darebin promotes healthy ageing through educational, creative and 
social activities provided by members, for members. It runs a wide range 
or courses in movement and wellbeing, music, dance, art & craft, science 
& health, humanities and writing & literature as well as social activities for 
older Darebin adults.  

Victoria State Emergency 
Service  

Victorian State Emergency Service (VICSES) is a volunteer-based 
emergency response organisation dedicated to serving the community in 
the Northern suburbs of Melbourne. With the Heidelberg Unit, it services 
a large area of the City of Darebin including Northcote, Preston, 
Reservoir, Alphington, Fairfield, Bundoora, Kingsbury, Macleod and 
Thornbury.  

Village Greening Village Greening mission is to cultivate a sustainable and vibrant 
community, where residents, traders, and shoppers work together to 
create an eco-friendly haven. It has been working with traders and locals 
to increase sustainable practices in Fairfield and to reduce plastic usage 
and diverting materials  from landfill.  

WeCycle  WeCycle is a volunteer-run organisation which develops the ability for all 
individuals to own and maintain their own bicycle, also providing 
accessible learning opportunities for all levels of cycling ability. Bikes are 
repaired by volunteers and made available to clients, asylum seeker and 
refugee agencies and other social care providers. 
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Appendix B Medium Community Grants August  2024 

 A total of 28 applications have been recommended for a Medium grant   

Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Artery Cooperative  Artery Co-operative is a not-for-profit arts organisation dedicated to 
providing a professional work environment for contemporary visual artists. 
Established in 2001, it provides independent studio spaces, with access 
to shared resources including a fully equipped fabrication workshop, 
communal kitchen, office facilities and an exhibition space.  

Boccia Australia Boccia Australia is a small not for profit organisation that supports and 
delivers the sport of Boccia, which is a sport for people with disability, but 
ultimately anyone can play. It has inclusion classes all the way through to 
Paralympic classes. It has regular activities for people to play, connect 
and get some physical activity. 

Lisa Christensen Lisa Christensen is an artist/designer residing in Thornbury and the 
founder of 'Barter Jar' a sustainability and local food security project that 
focuses on swapping and sharing home produce whilst engaging 
community in a fun, educational and inclusive way. Barter Jar 
encourages, ' Use what you have, and share it and swap it with those that 
haven’t.'   

CERES CERES is an environmental park & education centre, community garden, 
urban farm and social enterprise hub. The environmental park is enjoyed 
by Darebin residents for recreation, education, gathering and 
celebrations. CERES has delivered the Olives to Oil program for Darebin 
residents for the past 5 years. 

Circus Nexus Circus Nexus is a unique not-for-profit organisation in Melbourne, 
dedicated to supporting the growth and diversity of the Melbourne circus 
sector. It uses creative approaches to grow the mental and physical 
health of young people from varied social, economic and cultural 
backgrounds by building their creative, emotional and physical skills.  

Darusalam Society  Darusalam Society is dedicated to empowering and integrating the 
Australian Somali community within Darebin. It actively engages over 500 
members in various educational and cultural activities. Including hosting 
multicultural events that promote intercultural dialogue and 
understanding.  

Fairfield Trader's 
Association 

The Fairfield Trader's Association is dedicated to building Fairfield Village  
as an economic hub. Its purpose is to foster a vibrant, connected 
environment where local businesses can prosper and enhancing 
sustainability and environmental responsibility. It promotes green 
initiatives, and eco-friendly business practices and collaborates with 
community organisations to foster a sustainable community. 

Gamelan DanAnda Gamelan DanAnda (GDA) is a Balinese gamelan percussion orchestra 
based in Darebin, Naarm. GDA regularly perform at Australia’s leading 
festivals including Oz Asia Festival, Brunswick Music Festival, AsiaTOPA, 
the National Folk Festival, Port Fairy Folk Festival and more. Recent 
collaborations have been with Joelistics, Balinese-Australian neo-soul 
singer/producer Komang, and electro-jazz-fusion band Firetail. 

Greek Choir Parikia  The choir is made up of senior citizens from the Greek-Australian 
community and some other CALD communities. The group rehearses 
once a week and performs across Darebin and other areas of Melbourne. 
This choir encourages social participation and reduces isolation for senior 
community members and promotes the Greek culture through music and 
socialising.  
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Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Greek Women Traditional 
Dancing Group 
“Arhontises” 

Arhontises is dedicated to fostering social interaction and inclusion, 
celebrating Greek culture, and promoting mental well-being and physical 
activity through Greek dance. Its mission is to create an open, safe and 
inclusive community for women over 50 providing opportunities to learn 
about and embrace the rich heritage of Greek culture, in particular, 
dancing. 

Juno Juno is a gender-specific, non-faith-based service for women (trans and 
cis) and non-binary people who are experiencing homelessness and/or 
family and intimate partner violence. It works across Darebin to support a 
diverse range of women and non-binary people, and their children, 
experiencing financial disadvantage, trauma, mental health, substance 
use, or contact with the criminal system. 

The Men's Table The Men’s Table brings together groups of adult men to meet once a 
month to share a meal and talk about the issues that are impacting on 
their lives and wellbeing. The Men’s Table is a preventive strategy, 
promoting the health and wellbeing of members throughout their life 
journey.  

Multicultural Arts Victoria 
(MAV) 

MAV is a dynamic organisation advocating for multiculturalism and 
multicultural arts. It has a  profound commitment to arts and artists; our 
organisation channels the artistic practices of culturally diverse artists and 
communities to create systems of cultural production and participation 
that uphold equity and self-determination.  

Neami National Neami National is a community-based not for profit organisation providing 
services to improve mental health and wellbeing in local communities for 
over thirty years. Using a recovery-orientated approach, Neami delivers a 
range of evidence-informed services to improve mental health and 
wellbeing in local communities. 

Northern Community 
Care Works  

Since 2004, Northern Community Care Works has been a place of 
welcome for people in the Darebin region. It provides relief and 
assistance to people in need, focusing on at-risk and disadvantaged 
members of the Darebin community and beyond. It offers services and 
programs for  those experiencing disadvantage in the community. 

Northcote Library Food 
Garden 

The Northcote Library Food Garden (NLFG) has been operating since 
2011 next to the Northcote Library on Separation Street. Darebin 
residents living in high rise apartments do not have a green bin, so the 
garden compost facilities provide a valuable service to local residents 
plus reducing material going into general waste. 

Planting Seeds Projects  Recognising the serious decline of birds, bees and other pollinators and 
associated local plant life, and the community's desire to acquire 
knowledge and skills for local biodiversity, this organisation has 
developed the B&B Highway. This initiative is educational and practical 
and aims to regenerate the environment through plantings at schools and 
aligned communities.  

Pony Cam  Pony Cam is a Darebin-based collective of theatre makers. It works with 
communities that are under-represented in theatrical spaces and the 
exchange of ideas between artists and non-artists. Since 2019 it has 
created more than 20 new works and presented at major international 
festivals such as Adelaide Festival and RISING. 

Project Respect 
Incorporated 

Project Respect is a specialist support service for women and gender 
diverse people with experience in the sex industry, and for women and 
gender diverse people with experiences of sexual exploitation (including 
trafficking).It provides case coordination, community engagement 
activities including community connection events. 
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Organisation/ Group  Organisation/ Group Description  

Proud 2 Play Proud 2 Play is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to reducing social 
isolation and discrimination faced by LGBTIQ+ individuals through the 
power of sport and recreation. One of its programs, the Park life initiative, 
brought together people from diverse backgrounds to participate in fun, 
non-competitive sporting activities in local parks.  

Anisha Senaratne A singer/songwriter with over 10 years’ experience performing in various 
independent theatre and musical theatre companies across Melbourne 
and working with migrants and young people from diverse lived 
experiences to transform oppressive systems through campaigning, 
community organising, and creative projects. Current project includes the 
‘We Are All Artists’ initiative . 

Thornbury Kindergarten Thornbury Kindergarten is a well-established and loved community-run 
kindergarten operating in Thornbury. The kindergarten comprises a 
diverse and welcoming community of 132 families. It offers a combined 3- 
and 4-year-old sessional kinder program and that caters for the diverse 
needs of our community. It also has an Out & About and a  Bush Kinder 
program. 

Transition Darebin Transition Darebin is a community group based in Darebin. It  offers 
opportunities to learn about sustainable living, be informed about 
climate/environmental issues and build stronger connections between 
local people with skill sharing workshops, talks/events, Boomerang Bags 
sewing bees and a bi-monthly Repair Café.  

The Victoria Seniors 
Chinese Cooking Club 

The Victoria Seniors Chinese Cooking Club (VCSCC) create an 
environment that supports creating an understanding of Chinese culture 
with Chinese cultural celebrations and cuisine. The programs focus on the 
preparation and enjoyment of Chinese cuisines along with an 
understanding of the Chinese cultural heritage related to the food and the 
festivals that are celebrated. 

Victorian Skateboard 
Association 

The Victorian Skateboard Association aim is to foster, encourage and 
promote the sport of skateboarding throughout Victoria. The VSA 
achieves this by partnering with education providers, government, 
businesses and organisations to provide opportunities for people to 
participate in skateboarding. VSA volunteers have collectively built a 
complete sport development pathway for skateboarding in Victoria.  

 Vibrating planet Vibrating Planet is a music production and events company which records 
and produces culturally diverse artists and projects, new collaborations 
and increasing community engagement in cultural experiences. The 
Caribe Carnival event seeks to foster unity and cohesion within Darebin's 
vibrant community through a celebration of Caribbean performances by 
CALD artists, diverse DJs, MCs, and live musicians, dancers and film 
makers. 

Worthy Cause Worthy Cause is a social enterprise that bakes delicious cookies. It 
employs vulnerable people due to disability or disadvantage, have not 
been able to find long-term employment. It has a structured employment 
program with a stable income, financial literacy training, emotional 
counselling, soft-skills development and on-the-job skills building in an 
inclusive and safe environment.  

Yarralea Children's 
Centre Inc 

Yarralea provides high quality education and care to children whose 
families live in Darebin and surrounding suburbs with an indoor/outdoor 
program which include year-round Bush Kinder programs in the Darebin 
Parklands. These programs offer long periods of unstructured outdoor 
play, fostering a sense of identity, connectedness, well-being, confidence, 
thinking, communication and connection to Country. 
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Appendix C Youth Projects 
    
A total of 11 applications have been recommended for a youth projects grant   

Organisation/ Group  Organisation/Group  Description  

Breakaway Youth 
 
 
 

Breakaway Youth is an early intervention and mentorship program to bring 
hope and positive pathways for socio-economically disadvantaged young 
people in Darebin. It uses adventure-based activities and intentional 
learning spaces to build confident, skilled and resilient young people.  

Fair Music Inc. Fair Music is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to provide access to 
adolescents  to engaging music education with a focus on real industry 
experience and wellbeing. It runs programs/workshops with recording and 
performing projects in Darebin venues.  

 Holy Trinity Cricket Club Holy Trinity Cricket Club in Thornbury has a strong focus on developing 
cricketers of all levels, abilities and gender and being a community hub for 
all Darebin residents. It supports inclusion and diversity with an All-Abilities 
program, as well as a Proud Cricket program which runs each year. 

Merri Outreach Support 
Services 

Merri Outreach Support Service assists people experiencing homelessness 
or who are at risk of homelessness. Catchment Youth Refuge (CYR) 
provides safe and secure short-term accommodation and holistic team case 
management to homeless young people, including young parents, aged 16-
25 years old and accompanying children.  

Neuro Connect Neuro Connect is a peer-led social group for neurodivergent youth ages 18-
30 that aims to meet fortnightly for social activities that match the diverse 
needs and interests of participants. Being youth-led and disabled-peer-led is 
a key element of Neuro Connect, as meetings are facilitated by a 
neurodivergent young person.  

Northcote High School High School (NHS) is an inclusive learning environment that provides 
diverse, quality learning and enrichment experiences to students, staff and 
the broader community. It recognises the importance of creating a point of 
connection and purpose for students, families and staff, and the support it 
provides to local businesses.  

Northcote Junior Football 
Club 

Northcote Junior Football Club is a community-based club with over 300 
players ranging from 5 to 18 years of age. Over 200 families make up the 
club and are local to the Darebin area and a Junior Football Club in 
Northcote with its home ground at McDonnell Park.  

Northern College of the 
Arts and Technology 

NCAT is a senior secondary college in Preston that transformed to support 
Year 10, VCE or VCE Vocational Major and go on to tertiary courses, 
apprenticeships or employment into all areas of the visual and performing 
arts, design, multimedia, photography or the trades and technologies. 

Preston High School Preston High is one of the newest secondary schools in Melbourne. As a 
public high school Preston directly impacts the Darebin community as an 
inspirational and welcoming foundation for local youth to grow and learn in. 
It impacts local families, providing a positive community and support 
networks. 

Road Safety Education 
Limited 

Road Safety Education was established in 2004 in response to the over 
representation of youth in road trauma statistics. It  provides young people 
with best practice, evidence-based road safety education equipping them 
with the cognitive tools they need to make good choices on the road. 

St Martins Youth Arts 
Centre 

The Centre’s mission is to invest in artists, new ideas and artistic outcomes 
created in collaboration with and for  children & young people. It includes 
performance works, inclusive workshops, exceptional artworks and creative 
workshops for 5–18-year-old young people.  
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Appendix D Venue Hire Support Grants    

A total of 53 applications have been recommended for a Venue Hire Support grant 
   

Organisation/ Group   
  

Event Description  

ARC - Amateur Repertory Company Inc - 
(ARCappella and ARC Children's & Youth Choirs) 

North Choral Fest 2025 

Australian Cantonese Opera Association  (ACOA) Cantonese Concerts in 2025  

Australian Disability  Pensioners Group  "Vardar"  Community meetings   

Australian Kurdish Community Community cultural activities & meetings  

Australian Lebanese Christian Ladies Group  Monthly catch ups  

Australia Red Cross Lifeblood Darebin Blood Donation Campaign 

Ballet Teachers Workshop  2024 Workshops 

Cantonese Art Association  5th Anniversary Concert 

Centre of Greek Ex-Servicemen's Elderly Citizens 
Club of Darebin Districts Inc 

Ohi Day- Greek Independence Day 
Celebrations. 

Dancebourne Arts Classical &Contemporary Dance Performance 

Dance & Roll  Free Come& Try Para Dance events 

Damayan Victoria  Monthly meetings & cultural events. 

Darebin District Girl Guides Weekly meetings 

Darebin City Brass Annual performances 

Darebin Chess Club  Weekly Chess Club, Coaching & Biannual 
Tournaments  

Darebin Ganesh Chaturthi Celebrations Inc Ganesh Chaturthi Festival Celebrations 2024 

Djirra 16 Days of Activism Events 

Fairfield Hellenic Seniors and Carers  Weekly meetings for Seniors and Carers.  

Fantazorki Playgroup Playgroup Meetings 

Ghana Association of Victoria  Meetings, Teaching Culture, dance, drumming 
& events 

Greek & Cypriot Social/Welfare Centre  Monthly meetings & cultural events  

Greek Choir Parikia  Parikia Community Choir rehearsals  

Greek Women's Club of Northern Suburbs 
“Anemones” 

Dance & exercise for good health & wellbeing  

Greek Women Traditional Dancing Group  
(The Arhontises)  

Rehearsal & performance space  

Hellenic Writers Association Australia  Committee meetings & workshops  

Japanese community language school in the north Japanese Cultural day. 

Melbourne Polytechnic, Fairfield Campus 
Advanced Diploma Jewellery & Object Design  

Advanced Diploma of Jewellery and Object 
Design Graduate Exhibition 2024 

Mental Health Foundation Australia Darebin Bipolar Life Support Group 

Multiethnic Citizen Group-Preston  Meetings for Seniors from Bosnia & 
Herzegovina  

Northern Exposure Toastmasters Meetings, Public Speaking & Leadership 
Program 

Northern and Inner Multiple Birth Association  
(NIMBA)  

Meetings & support groups 
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Organisation/ Group   Event Description  

Northern Region Indian Seniors Association of 
Victoria Inc 

2025 Indian Republic Day Celebrations 

The Penguin Club of Australia Speaking Made Easy - Preston Meetings  

Polish Community Care Services Inc. Social Support Group 

Pony Cam  Urban Legends Performance  

Preston Education & Community Support  
Association, Inc.  

Community Engagement and Education 
activities 

Preston Garden Club Inc.  Garden Club Monthly Meetings.  

Preston High School Preston High School Spring Concert Event 

Preston Multi-Cultural Elderly Welfare Centre Mother’s Day Concert 2025 

Preston Rostrum Club 48 Public Speaking & Meeting Procedure training. 

Preston Symphony Orchestra  Orchestra rehearsals  

Reservoir  Indochinese Elderly Refugees Group  Meeting hub for  Seniors  

Reservoir Views Primary School 2024 School Concert 

Roma Social Club Inc.  Dance sessions  

Sicilia Bella Folk Group  Rehearsal & community performances  

SMART Recovery Australia Ltd   SMART Recovery Weekly Support Meetings  

Speak Percussion Inc. Rehearsals and Workshops 

Squawkestra Incorporated Performances 

Taste of India Darebin Taste of India 2024 Cultural events. 

Tunjos y Cantaros Ethnologic Dance Company Rehearsal and performance space 

Vibrating planet Dance Workshops 

Village Greening Environmental Sustainability Activities 

Voice in my Hands  Rehearsal and performance space 

 


